The title compound, C 8 H 4 F 2 N 2 O 3 , crystallizes with Z H = 2 in the space group P2 1 /c. The molecules are linked into sheets of R 
Comment
Indoline-2,3-diones (isatins) are very versatile synthetic substrates, useful both in the synthesis of heterocyclic compounds and as raw materials for drugs (da Silva et al., 2001) . 3,3-Di¯uorooxindolones, prepared from indoline-2,3-diones by reaction with (diethylamino)sulfur tri¯uoride (Torres et al., 1999) , have been shown to be particularly valuable precursors of pharmaceutically active materials (Boechat & Pinto, 2000) . We report here the molecular and supramolecular structure of the title compound, (I), a typical simply substituted 3,3-di¯uorooxindolone.
Compound (I) (Fig. 1 ) crystallizes in space group P2 1 /c with Z H = 2. The bond distances and angles within the two independent molecules are very similar (Table 1) , but there are a number of unusual values consistently observed for the two molecules. The distances Cn2ÐCn3 (n = 1 or 2) are long for their type, where the mean value (Allen et al., 1987 ) is 1.511 A Ê and the upper-quartile value 1.521 A Ê . In addition, there are indications of weak bond ®xation within the aryl rings. Likewise, the interbond angles at both Cn2 and Cn3 show some unexpected values. In particular, the opposed pair of angles Fn31ÐCn3ÐFn32 and Cn2ÐCn3ÐCn3A (n = 1 or 2) are all signi®cantly less than the idealized tetrahedral values; normally, the distortions in opposed pairs of angles are such that one angle is signi®cantly larger and one is signi®cantly smaller than the idealized value. While the bicyclic skeletons are essentially planar, the nitro groups are both twisted away from these planes. The nitro groups containing atoms N15 and N25 make dihedral angles with the adjacent rings of 13.2 (2) and 15.6 (2) , respectively. The sense of these rotations, as shown by the key torsion angles (Table 1) , indicates approximate twofold rotational symmetry for the selected asymmetric unit.
The two independent molecules of (I) are linked by paired NÐHÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds with carbonyl acceptors (Table 2) , the dimensions of which differ suf®ciently to preclude the possibility of any additional symmetry. These two interactions are each, in fact, one component of a planar but asymmetric three-centre NÐHÁ Á Á(O) 2 system, in each of which the second The two independent molecules in compound (I), showing the atomlabelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii.
acceptor is a nitro O atom, and these longer, and weaker, components link the bimolecular aggregates ( Fig. 1) into continuous sheets.
Atom N11 in the type 1 molecule (n = 1) at (x, y, z) acts as hydrogen-bond donor to nitro atom O252 in the type 2 molecule (n = 2) at (1 À x, y À (Fig. 2) . Similarly, atom N21 at (x, y, z) acts as hydrogen-bond donor to O152 at (Àx, (Fig. 3) . The combination of these two chain motifs generates a (101) sheet containing R 2 2 (8) and R 6 4 (34) rings (Fig. 4) , in which each bimolecular aggregate is linked to four others. Hence, if these aggregates are regarded as the nodes of the resulting net, this is of the (4,4)-type (Batten & Robson, 1998) . Two (101) sheets, related to one another by inversion, pass through each unit cell.
There are neither CÐHÁ Á Á%(arene) hydrogen bonds nor aromatic %±% stacking interactions between the components of adjacent sheets. The only signi®cant CÐHÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds (Table 2) 
Experimental
The title compound was obtained according to the procedure published by Torres et al. (1999) [m.p. 459±460 K; literature m.p. 461± 462 K (Torres et al., 1999) ]. Crystals of (I) suitable for single-crystal X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of a solution in acetonitrile. Figure 3 A stereoview of part of the crystal structure of (I), showing the formation of a chain of rings along (0, y, 
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